
Noon Bible Study: 1 kings 13 
1 Kings 13:1-5 - Prophecy of Judgment (though Josiah) 
 

Prophecy: Upon altar Jeroboam was using, bones would be burned.  The bones of the very priests that were serving the 
idols at that altar. This will happen during the reign of a Davidic King (Judah) named “Josiah” 

 
v. 3 & 5 - “the altar was split apart and the ashes were poured out…” just as the man of God said they would be in v. 
3 as a sign of his word being true. 

 
v. 4 - As Jeroboam reaches out to point at the man of God, his hand “dried up”.  NLT: “became paralyzed in that position” 

 
1 Kings 13:6-10 - Unnamed Man of God heals Jeroboam and leaves his presence 
 

v. 8-9 - we learn here that when the unnamed man of God was commissioned by the LORD, he was told to not eat bread, 
drink water, or return the same way he came.”  Such precise instruction speaks to the urgency of this message. 

 
1 Kings 13:11-19 - Prophet of Bethel deceives man of God 
 
1 Kings 13:20-25 - The man of God is disobedient and is killed by lion 
 

The man of God was deceived, but he was still disobedient.  As we look over this text with probable confusion about how 
things turned out for the man of God, we can note a few things 
 
 God had specifically and definitely spoken directly to the man of God (v. 1, 9, 7) 

 

 Jeroboam had tempted him to go against the command God had given (v. 7). 
 

 The old prophet tempted him with the exact phrasing the LORD had commanded the man of God not to do “come home with 
me and eat bread” (v. 15). 

 

 God had given him specific instructions and now 2 people have tried to get the man to go against what God had 
said...something should have smelt “fishy”. 

 

 The prophet, before we learn that he is flat out lying (end of v. 18) did not said that the “the LORD” or the simply 
“word of the LORD” gave him the instruction but “an angel…” (v. 18).  Now while that might seem like a compelling 
source, it is secondary to “the LORD” or “the word of the LORD.” 

 

 The man of God could/should have asked the LORD if this new, contrary, information was indeed from him.  This is a 
man who only verses before entreats the LORD for a miracle (v. 6), certainly he had the LORD’s ear and attention and 
could have asked for clarity. 
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Further Thoughts: The Word of God 
 
The man of God received a word from someone else claiming to be a prophet, claiming to have received a “word from the 
LORD” that is contrary to the confirmed “word from the LORD” that the man of God had received.  Dale Ralph Davis 
observes the following: 

 
“One can almost hear (the apostle) John screaming “Test the spirits! (1 John 4:1).  Could there be a more contemporary 
word than verse 18 of our text?  Are we not in allegedly Christian circles awash in folks blabbering “the Lord said to 
me” and with teacher-types claiming to have held interviews with Jesus and quoting his ‘words’?  Are we to swallow 
these claims or cling only to the sure and written word of the prophets and apostles?...Surely 1 Kings 13 teaches that 
the given word of God is adequate for his servants and that it is not safe to receive anything beyond or beside that 
word.”  (Dale Ralph Davis, “Focus on the Bible: 1 Kings” page 153) 

 
Further Thoughts: The Man Of God 
 

Does the man of God die so that he will be proved right later during Josiah’s time - because of location of the tombstone 
and it being found by Josiah and his man (2 Kings 17:16-18)?  Lesson is sometimes God has greater purposes for us, to His 
glory - that surpass our lives in this age. 

 
A lesson from this record is that we don’t always get clean and clear cut answers to questions we have or situations 
we are in.  The old prophet from Bethel doesn’t see the bigger picture.  The unnamed man of God’s family (if he had one) 
doesn’t understand why this happened.  And the Biblical text gives no indication that they are comforted or enlightened.   

 
Many of us can relate to this predicament.  Bad or tragic things happen in our lives or in the lives of loved ones and we 
don’t have any understanding as to “why”.  We don’t like that.  In situations like this our faith is often tested.  Do we 
allow our unanswered questions to lead us to run from God.  Do we have an expectation in these situations that God 
must fill us in on his divine and eternal plan and when he doesn’t we are justified in our lack of faith or allegiance to 
him?  Or do we wrestle with uncertainty and doubt yet maintain or faith in the Creator God who is sovereign over the 
universe?  Do we run to Him when these moments arise and cling to him tighter?   

 
Reading the unanswered story of the man of God in 1 Kings 13 can challenge us to prepare our hearts and minds before we 
are in these situations ourselves.  Sometimes we don’t know the answers.  Sometimes life seems unfair.  But the lyrics of 
the great song “I Know Who Holds Tomorrow” speak to us powerfully: 

 
Many things about tomorrow 
I don't seem to understand 
But I know who holds tomorrow 
And I know who holds my hand 

 
And finally, consider Job who lost so much, and knew nothing of the spiritual drama being played out in the heavens 
between the LORD and Satan.  Through him we see an example of a man of faith, enduring trials, not having answers and 
never running from God. 
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Job 1:21-22 - He said, "Naked I came from my mother's womb, And naked I shall return there. The LORD gave and 
the LORD has taken away. Blessed be the name of the LORD."  22 Through all this Job did not sin nor did he blame 
God.  

 
James 5:7-11 - Therefore be patient, brethren, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits for the precious 
produce of the soil, being patient about it, until it gets the early and late rains.  8 You too be patient; 
strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near.  9 Do not complain, brethren, against one another, 
so that you yourselves may not be judged; behold, the Judge is standing right at the door.  10 As an example, 
brethren, of suffering and patience, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord.  11 We count those 
blessed who endured. You have heard of the endurance of Job and have seen the outcome of the Lord's dealings, 
that the Lord is full of compassion and is merciful.  

 
1 Kings 13:26-32 - The prophet of the LORD in Bethel buries and honors the unnamed man of God 
 

v. 28 - “Had the lion mauled and feasted on the corpse and at least the traumatized donkey, folks, on seeing the 
evidence, could say it was ‘one of those things’.  That’s what happens when lions get involved.  But here was a lion that, 
after the lethal assault, seemed to be on Yahweh’s leash.  The eccentric lion was a testimony to the presence of God.  
This was no normal lion attack.  God was at work here in judgment.  His disobedient servant lay slain, that and nothing 
more.  The event had ‘supernatural’ written all over it” (Davis, pg 155) 

 
“The lion and donkey standing watch over the dead man were needed lest any should say with a shrug of his shoulders 
‘how dangerous the roads have become since Solomon’s death’, and dismiss the whole matter as an accident (H.L. Ellison, 
“The Prophets of Israel”, page 25) 

 
 v. 32 - the man of God’s words were still going to come to pass.  And they will in 2 Kings 22-23. 
 
1 Kings 13:33-34 - Jeroboam remains unrepentant in his idolatry 
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